File: 30250-25/JUMBO-21

Ref: 104869

December 11, 2014
SENT VIA EMAIL
Oberto Oberti
Glacier Resorts Ltd.
c/o Pheidias Project Management Corporation
660 – 1188 West Georgia Street
Vancouver BC V6E 4A2
ooberti@obertiarchitecture.com
Dear Mr Oberti:
As you are aware, concerns have been raised whether the locations of the Day Lodge
and the service building which Glacier Resorts Ltd recently began to construct are in
compliance with condition 36 of the Environmental Assessment (EA) Certificate for the
Jumbo Glacier Resort (Project). Condition 36 states that “Residential and commercial
structures will be located completely outside the avalanche hazard area.” Based on the
recent complaints and information reviewed through compliance oversight,
Environmental Assessment Office (EAO) Compliance and Enforcement (C&E) is
assessing whether the Day Lodge and service building locations meet the requirements
of condition 36.
We are writing to you to request further information from you to assist us in our
compliance assessment.
Thank you for providing Peter Schaerer’s report “Snow Avalanche Hazards at Jumbo
Glacier Resort” dated November 26, 2014 (Report). In the Report, Mr. Schaerer
concludes that, “Although no damaging avalanche has reached the Lodge site, a larger
[avalanche] than had occurred in the past or an avalanche with an irregular flow
direction could hit the Lodge.” The Report also indicates that “When the Lodge is built, it
will be essential to prevent the formation of large avalanches” and concludes that
avalanche control by explosives must be applied at the Wolverine/Pink Panther
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avalanche path near the Day Lodge and be supported by trained personnel and a snow
safety plan.
The term “avalanche hazard area” found in condition 36 is not defined in the EA
Certificate; however, we understand the Guidelines for Snow Avalanche Risk
Determination and Mapping in Canada from the Canadian Avalanche Association
(Guidelines) set out the generally accepted standard for evaluating avalanche risk.
The Guidelines state that, “There are two classes of occupied structures: residential and
other permanently occupied structures; and industrial plant and temporarily occupied
structures. Both classes require a zoning plan based on a combination of expected
impact pressures and return periods of avalanches.”
Given the proximity of the building sites to historical avalanche paths, Mr. Schaerer’s
Report, the Guidelines and advice from government subject matter experts, EAO’s view
is that an engineering avalanche risk evaluation, including a zoning plan, consistent with
the Guidelines is necessary to ensure the locations of any commercial and residential
buildings are compliant with condition 36. BC Ministry of Transportation and
Infrastructure policy recommends that zoning plans be conducted by a professional
engineer (P.Eng.) in good standing with the Association of Professional Engineers and
Geoscientists British Columbia in addition to professional member status with the
Canadian Avalanche Association.
If you have an engineering avalanche risk evaluation, including zoning plan, please
provide it to us to inform our compliance determination. If the required evaluation has
not been completed, please provide one as soon as practicable. Please note that the
engineering avalanche risk assessment should address both the Day Lodge and the
service building.
Please note that while EAO is currently determining if the Day Lodge and service
building locations are compliant with condition 36, Glacier Resorts Ltd is responsible for
ensuring that ‘all commercial and residential buildings are completely outside of the
avalanche hazard area.’
If you have additional information to inform EAO C&E’s compliance determination
regarding condition 36, please provide it to eao.compliance@gov.bc.ca.
Yours truly,

Autumn Cousins
Manager of Policy and Compliance

