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Mayor Lois E. Jackson 
Corporation of Delta 
4500 Clarence Taylor Crescent 
Delta, B.C.          V4K 3E2 
 
 
Dear Mayor Jackson: 
 
Re: MoT Response to Comments on South Fraser Perimeter Road (SFPR) 

Environmental Assessment Application 
 
I am writing in follow-up to the Ministry of Transportation’s (MoT) letter of January 26, 2007, 
which provided an initial response to questions and comments, raised by the Corporation of 
Delta’s letter of December 12, 2006, on the Application (Application) for an Environmental 
Assessment Certificate for the South Fraser Perimeter Road (SFPR) project. 
 
MoT appreciates the commitment of the Corporation of Delta (CoD) to the timely review of this 
important project as well as guidance and advice that has been provided to-date during the pre-
application phase of the review.   
 
Based on discussions among agencies supporting the review of the Application, the 
Environmental Assessment Office (EAO) has identified issues, raised in written responses from 
reviewing agencies, that are considered to be Certificate or Screening level issues.  All other 
issues are addressed in the attached table. The body of this letter summarizes MoT’s formal 
response to those Certificate and Screening issues raised by the CoD as follows:   

 CoD Comment:  Request that Gateway provide the road dedication required for River Way 
and contribute to the funding of the road through the Tilbury and Sunbury Industrial areas as 
appropriate compensation towards economic impacts on Delta from loss of industrial land. 
 
MoT Response:  MoT will be purchasing industrial land severances where necessary and 
endeavour to add value to these properties prior to their disposal. MoT is committed to working 
with Delta to identify cost sharing opportunities to develop the local road network in the areas 
identified. 
 
 …\2 



 
 
 
Mayor Jackson 
March 28, 2007 
Page 2 
 
 

 

CoD Comment:  Provide for a separated cycling facility, a direct connection from Hwy 99 to the 
Boundary Bay Airport and Vancouver Landfill, and the connection of River Road with existing 
local roads in North Delta without facilitating direct connections to SFPR.  This connection of 
River road at the west ends would be for transit, pedestrians, cyclists, transit and emergency 
vehicles only.   
 
MoT Response:  Cycling will be provided along the paved shoulders of SFPR. In addition, 
connections to local cycling networks have been identified. Where appropriate there may be 
opportunities to facilitate a separated cycling corridor.  MOT will work with Delta staff to identify 
these opportunities. 
 
In terms of road connections, MoT will work with the CoD to facilitate solutions to these 
connections. 
 
CoD Comment:  SFPR has potential for serious impacts on Burns Bog but also provides 
opportunities to explore land consolidation and remediation.  Delta requests that privately held 
land be added to the Burns Bog Ecological Conservancy Area, that impacted land within the 
BBECA be restored, that isolated impacted land between SFPR and Burns Bog be remediated 
and that specific attention be given to mitigating drainage and groundwater impacts.   
 
MoT Response:  MOT has committed to work with Delta, GVRD and other government and 
non-government interests involved in planning, management and stewardship of Burns Bog.  
Current initiatives include: 
 

• design mitigation - including measures for mitigating potential impacts to bog values 
adjacent to SFPR between Highway 99 and Highway 91; 

• refinement to the SFPR alignment in the vicinity of Highway 99 adjacent to the CIMD 
and Nottingham properties; and 

• working to develop compensation and monitoring programs related to Burns Bog. 
 
CoD Comment: Delta requests Gateway replace all trees cut as part of the SFPR project using 
MoE tree replacement criteria as a minimum standard.  Delta requests, as a measure of 
success of tree replacement program, that Gateway commit to achieving tree canopy cover of 
20% of the SFPR footprint area ten years after project completion and increasing to 40% 
canopy cover 20 years after completion.  
 
MoT Response:  MoT is committed to undertake tree planting as a mitigation measure for 
vegetation lost during construction and to mitigate for loss of habitat, noise, air quality and visual 
effects. The number, species, and location of plantings will be determined during final design in 
consultation with stakeholders including the Corporation of Delta. 
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CoD Comment:  Protect existing lagg by shifting the proposed road alignment westward to 
protect existing lagg on the Nottingham Property (southwest area, west of Parcel 2).  Lagg is an 
essential part of a bog in providing transition with its surroundings, and is required between the 
Burns Bog ECA and the proposed SFPR.  Very little lagg exists within the Burns Bog Local 
Government and Provincial Lands; however, some existing portions of Burns Bog lagg exist 
outside of these Lands.  For example, the Nottingham Property (“Sherwood Forest”) in the 
southwest area, west of Parcel 2.  
 
MoT Response:  MOT has refined the alignment in the vicinity of Highway 99 to address 
concerns regarding potential impacts to functioning lagg between the Bog and Crescent Slough. 
This retains a much larger area of functioning and contiguous lagg between the bog and 
Crescent Slough. 
 
CoD Comment:  Delta asks that there be no net loss to agriculture as a result of SFPR 
development and that indirect impacts be fully mitigated.   
 
MoT Response: The MoT has submitted a draft agricultural enhancement strategy to mitigate 
and compensate for potential impacts to agricultural protection in Southwest Delta, and will be 
working with the Corporation of Delta, DFI, ALC and MAL to finalize this strategy during the 
Application review. 
 
CoD Comment:  Severance and isolation effects are underestimated.  "Conservative approach" 
used has underestimated impacts of severing or isolating farm fields along the proposed route.  
Effects should be recalculated, using the most currently proposed route and the total area 
affected should be included in the footprint effect.   
 
MoT Response:  MoT has reviewed the estimated severance and isolation effects for the 
modified route with MAL and will provide additional information.  
 
CoD Comment:  Provide irrigation channel along SFPR alignment to provide fresh river water 
for use by Delta farmers.    
 
MoT Response:  Irrigation and drainage improvements are being addressed as part of the Sub-
Area Drainage Plan. 
 
CoD Comment:  Noise and visual impacts of SFPR through Delta must be fully mitigated.  
Delta has brought forward a number of specific requests including ensuring that Health Canada 
guidelines for Environmental Noise Control are met.  Delta is concerned by the information in 
the Application that states that the less stringent MoT noise policy could be met by the use of 
quiet pavement only, in most of the neighbourhoods.  Gateway should be using quiet pavement 
in conjunction with physical noise barriers along the route.  
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MoT Response:  MoT is committed to working with communities to identify appropriate and 
effective mitigation measures, including open graded asphalt and noise barriers.  Work done by 
MOT indicates that application of the Health Canada guidelines, would actually result in fewer 
properties in the Sunbury neighbourhood being eligible for mitigation and would not provide the 
highest level of noise mitigation for the community.   
 
CoD Comment:  North Delta section of SFPR will have the greatest impact on Delta residents 
from the perspective of noise and visual impacts.  Delta is requesting that a “snow shed” type 
structure be built through North Delta to address the noise and visual impacts through this area.   
 
MoT Response:  MoT committed to working with the Corporation of Delta and residents to 
address noise and visual impacts in this area through other solutions such as quiet pavement, 
noise barriers and tree planting. Preliminary investigation of a 2 km noise/green space cover 
over the upper 2 eastbound lanes beginning east of Glenrose Cannery and ending west of 
Knudson Road would cost in excess of $187 million while a 1.57 km intermittent structure that 
would remain open through the 5 North Delta ravines would cost in excess of $147 million.  This 
additional cost would double the construction costs for this section of the corridor. Analysis also 
indicates that an intermittent structure may not be able to effectively mitigate noise in all areas.  
 
CoD Comment:  Tree planning noted by Delta will provide a visual buffer in the remaining 
agricultural and residential sections of the SFPR throughout Delta.  
 
MoT Response:  The Ministry is committed to working with the Corporation of Delta to use 
landscaping as a way to mitigate potential visual, noise, air quality and wildlife impacts. 
Decisions on specific landscape treatments will be made during detailed design, which will 
include a public consultation component to ensure residents have an opportunity to comment on 
proposed mitigation measures. 
 
CoD Comment:  EA does not consider the indirect impacts to heritage values in the community, 
of which there are potentially many.  Delta requests that more work be done to quantify these 
indirect impacts and that both direct and indirect impacts be fully addressed.  This is particularly 
important in North Delta.    
 
MoT Response:  SFPR will have no impact on heritage homes and the SFPR design has been 
refined to further mitigate access impacts to heritage properties.  MoT is working with the Delta 
Heritage Commission and the Delta Museum and Archive on opportunities to identify specific 
activities that could be undertaken including developing a photo record and inventory of heritage 
houses adjacent to the alignment. 
 
CoD Comment:  Sanitary sewer force main, drainage and water utility upgrades required to 
address the impacts of the SFPR.   
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MoT Response:  MoT continues to work with the Corporation of Delta to ensure utilities service 
will be maintained or improved. This includes the development of the Sub-Area Drainage Plan 
for southwest Delta. 
 
MoT looks forward to continuing to work with CoD, through the environmental assessment 
process currently underway as well as through future stages of project development to address 
issues of importance to Delta and its residents. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Malcolm Smith 
Environmental Manager, SFPR 
Gateway Program 
 
Cc: Jody Shimkus, Director, EAO 
 Angela Buckingham, Director, Environmental Services, Gateway Program 
 Geoff Freer, Director, SFPR, Gateway Program 
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