Skeena Islands '94/'03
Reaches 3 & 4

Terrestrial Ecosystem Mapping of the Skeena River floodplain downstream of Terrace, BC
Covers parts of BCGS 1:20,000 map sheets 1031.023, 024, 034, 035, 036, 045, 046, 047, and 057

Introduction

The Skeena Islands project was initiated to provide detailed information on the ecosystems of the Skeena River floodplain and
their condition. This area has an extensive history of previous forest harvesting, and is made up primarily of red and blue-listed
ecosystems. This mapping will provide the basis for the restoration of these ecosystems by identifying the arcas with the greatest
conservation value. The study area boundary is the floodplain of the Skeena River.

Mapping was completed following the methods outlined in Standard for Terrestrial Ecosystem Mapping in British Columbia (RIC
1998). A portion of the map was previously TEM mapped: Whitebottom Ecosystem Mapping and Wildlife Interpretations
(Madrone Consultants Ltd 1997). This mapping was used and added to the mapping done as part of this project, although some of

the attributes for the Madrone maps were modified based on current fieldwork, and complementary historical TEM maps produced
for this project based on 1947 aerial photography.

Map Interpretation Note

We attempted to base the classification of areas as high bench or middle bench on how they were classified on the 1947 TEM map
due to impossibility of distinguishing between primary deciduous stands on middle benches and secondary deciduous stands on
high benches. Differences between the maps will be mostly due to differences in polygon boundaries and minor ecosystem
components within polygons.

Areas of high bench that were harvested can be seen on this map as areas now containing younger structural stage (1-5) on high
benches shown with lighter shades of red. There was very little high bench area in these younger structural stages in 1947.

Data Sources

This project was based on 1:20,000 colour photographs taken in 1994 and 1:30,000 black and white photographs taken in 2003.
Base map is from TRIMII mapping based on 2001 and 2003 aerial photography. Fieldwork for this project was conducted in June,
August, and September 2004.
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Ecosections Biogeoclimatic Units
KIR: Kitimat Ranges CWHvml: Coastal Western Hemlock very wet maritime subzone, Submontane variant
CWHwsl: Coastal Western Hemlock wet submaritime subzone, Submontane variant
Banner A. et al. 1993. A field guide to site identification and interpretation for the Prince
Rupert Forest Region, LMH 26, Ministry of Forests, Victoria, BC.
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