
PIT

PIT

PIT

CAMPGROUND

ABANDONED

PIT

PIT

PIT

PIT

PIT

PIT

PIT

PIT

PIT

PIT

PIT

PIT

GLACIER

GLACIER

GLACIER

Glacier

1068

31

29

27

27

26

24

28

28

23

23

23

Glacier

Glacier

870

1353

1338

1318

22

C N R

C N R

C
N

R

C N R

y
C

al
W Y E

M T N

W Y E

M T N

S
K

E
E

N
A

R
I

V
E

R

D
a

s
q

u
e

C
r

e
e

k

D

a

s

q

D

O

I
X

R
I

V
E

R

R

o

c

R o c k c l i f f

F a l l s

V

E

R

S
K

E
E N A

R
I

V
E R

C
l

a
y

C
r

e
e

k

John
Little
Falls

M T

J A C K M A N

H U D S O N
B A Y

F L A T S

A
n

d
e s i t e

C r e e k

E x s t e w

S
K

E

E

N

A

R

I

V

E R

CWH ws 1

MH  mm 2

CWH vm

MH  mm 2

AT    p

CWH ws 2

CWH ws 2

AT    p

MH  mm 1

MH  mm 1

643
10RI0 

    
    

889
10RI0 

    
    

654
10RI0 

    
    

841
5SS4 
5SS4 

    

854
9SS4 
1CD4 

    

1097
10RI0 

    
    

831
10GB0 

    
    

875
8CD5 
2CW3 

    

534
10RI0 

    
    

580
10CD5 

    
    

879
10CD5 

    
    

683
10RI0 

    
    

1037
10CD5 

    
    

1066
10RI0 

    
    

445
8SS5 
2SS3b

    

811
10CD5 

    
    

540
5SS6 
5CD4 

    

1030
10SS4 

    
    

557
10RI0 

    
    

849
9CD4 
1CD3 

    

830
10CD3 

    
    

1005
10CD5 

    
    

890
10CD3 

    
    

954
10SS4 

    
    

871
5SS5 
5SS2 

    

582
7GB0 
2RI  
1GB  

972
5SS4 
5SS4 

    

809
10GB0 

    
    

788
10CD5 

    
    

517
10RI0 

    
    

1029
10SS5 

    
    

907
4GB0 
3RI  

3CW3 

863
8SS2 
2RI  

    

813
5GB0 
3RI  
2GB  

435
10SS6 

    
    

927
6CD4 
4CW3 

    

895
8CD5 
2SS5 

    

993
10SS4 

    
    

690
10CD5 

    
    

1002
10SS4 

    
    

1046
10RI0 

    
    

601
7GB0 
2RI  
1GB  

1633
10SS4 

    
    

935
10SS3 

    
    

1003
10SS4 

    
    

608
10CD5 

    
    

579
10CD4 

    
    

939
8SS6 
2SS4 

    

662
10CD6 

    
    

822
10SS5 

    
    

1028
10SS3a

    
    

956
10GB0 

    
    

1249
5SS4 
5SS4 

    

799
8GB0 
2RI  

    

772
5SS7 
4SS6 
1CD5 

687
10CD5 

    
    

877
10CD5 

    
    

669
10CD4 

    
    

922
10GB0 

    
    

995
10CD4 

    
    

949
10CW3 

    
    

487
10CD3 

    
    

1224
10SS4 

    
    

818
10SS5 

    
    

867
10CD5 

    
    

759
8CW3 
2GB  

    

1024
10SS7 

    
    

888
8GB0 
2RI  

    

929
7CW3 
3CW3b

    

555
10CD1 

    
    

1240
10SS4 

    
    

526
6CD4 
2RI  

2CW3 

1000
6CD5 
4CD4 

    

706
8GB0 
1RI  

1CW3 

1077
10SS7 

    
    

649
10CD4 

    
    

711
6CW3 
3CW3 
1GB  

899
5CD5 
5CW4 

    

834
10SS5 

    
    

668
10SS6 

    
    

524
10SS5 

    
    

806
10GB0 

    
    

843
10CD4 

    
    

1142
10SS4 

    
    

709
10SS5 

    
    

975
6CW3 
4CD4 

    

606
10CD4 

    
    

973
6CD4 
4CW3 

    

960
6CD4 
4CD3 

    

812
5CD5 
5CD4 

    

776
10GB0 

    
    

605
10CD4 

    
    

810
10CD3 

    
    

909
5CD5 
5CW4 

    

673
10SS6 

    
    

504
10SS5 

    
    

836
4CD4 
4CD4 
2CW3 

609
10CD5 

    
    

826
4GB0 
3CD4 
3CW3 

944
10CD6 

    
    

924
10CD5 

    
    

532
9GB0 
1RI  

    

989
10SS3a

    
    

740
6CD5 
4CW4 

    

565
4CD4 
4CD5 
2CW3 

845
8CD3 
2SS5 

    

908
10GB0 

    
    

1176
10CD4 

    
    

928
10CW3 

    
    

627
10SS6 

    
    

820
10CD5 

    
    

1007
10CD5 

    
    

1045
10RI0 

    
    

657
10CD5 

    
    

754
5GB0 
5RI  

    

827
10CD5 

    
    

1288
5SS4 
5SS4 

    

893
10CD5 

    
    

1009
5SS7 
5RC3 

    

450
10CD5 

    
    

937
10GB0 

    
    

1191
10CD4 

    
    

896
10CD5 

    
    

501
10CD4 

    
    

730
6CD5 
4CW4 

    

793
10CD5 

    
    

833
10SS5 

    
    

955
5CD5 
4CD6 
1CD3 

985
10SS4 

    
    

873
10RI0 

    
    

1036
10CD5 

    
    

765
4GB0 
4CW3 
2CD4 

1001
10SS4 

    
    

880
10SS5 

    
    

994
7SS5 
3SS4 

    

1260
10SS7 

    
    

982
10SS7 

    
    

814
10GB0 

    
    

438
7SS2 
3SS5 

    

786
7CW4 
3GB  

    

1281
10SS7 

    
    

839
8SS3 
2RI  

    

692
8GB0 
2CW3 

    

720
10CD5 

    
    

1092
10CD4 

    
    

623
10CD5 

    
    

1004
10GB0 

    
    

763
10CD4 

    
    

997
10CD5 

    
    

1087
10GB0 

    
    

477
5SS4 
5SS5 

    

988
8CD4 
1CW3b
1GB  

974
10SS3a

    
    

1195
10SS4 

    
    

1043
10SS7 

    
    

874
5GB0 
5RI  

    

436
6SS4 
4SS5 

    

860
7CW3 
3CD4 

    

987
10CW3 

    
    

1244
10SS4 

    
    

823
5CW3 
5CW3 

    

621
7CD6 
3CW3 

    

1010
5CD4 
5CD4 

    

1258
10SS5 

    
    

1025
10CD5 

    
    

664
10CD5 

    
    

958
10SS6 

    
    

819
10CW3 

    
    

832
6CD3 
4SS5 

    

1075
10SS7 

    
    

881
7SS2 
3SS5 

    

921
4GB0 
3CW3 
3GB  

639
10SS6 

    
    

1145
10GB0 

    
    

769
10CW3 

    
    

480
10SS1 

    
    

887
10SS5 

    
    

917
5CD5 
4CW4 
1GB  

1070
4CW3 
3GB  
3GB  

585
10CW3 

    
    

953
9CD4 
1CD6 

    

859
10CD5 

    
    

970
10CD4 

    
    

1273
10RI0 

    
    

919
8CD5 
2CW4 

    

838
10CD6 

    
    

757
8CW3 
2GB  

    

828
5CD5 
5SS5 

    

1115
10CD6 

    
    

628
10CD5 

    
    

996
5RI0 
3GB  
2GB  

510
10SS5 

    
    

546
10CD5 

    
    

837
10CD5 

    
    

892
10GB0 

    
    

904
5GB0 
2CW3 
3GB  

626
10CD5 

    
    

1031
10GB0 

    
    

1048
10CD5 

    
    

640
10CD3 

    
    

931
10CD4 

    
    

598
8CD3 
2CD5 

    

825
10CD3 

    
    

872
8CD5 
2GB  

    

967
10CD5 

    
    

767
10CD5 

    
    

761
5GB0 
5CW3 

    

1245
10SS3a

    
    

632
10CD5 

    
    

883
8SS2 
2SS5 

    

493
8SS5 

2CW3 
    

535
10SS6 

    
    

934
10CD5 

    
    

816
8CW3 
2RI  

    

969
10SS3 

    
    

665
7CD6 
3CW3 

    

443
8SS5 
2RC3 

    

855
10SS4 

    
    

951
10CW3 

    
    

689
5GB0 
5CW3 

    

964
10CD4 

    
    

496
8SS3 
2SS6 

    

1040
10CD4 

    
    

938
10CW4 

    
    

851
10GB0 

    
    

962
10CD4 

    
    

940
10CD6 

    
    

857
7CW3 
3RI  

    

459
10CD5 

    
    

1299
10RI0 

    
    

1167
10CW3 

    
    

981
10CD5 

    
    

856
6GB0 
4RI  

    

778
10CW3 

    
    

824
10RI0 

    
    

465
10SS2 

    
    

965
10SS3 

    
    

868
10GB0 

    
    

663
7CD6 
3CW3 

    

952
10CD5 

    
    

1173
10GB0 

    
    

642
5CW3 
3SS6 
2RI  

756
10CW3 

    
    

861
8CD3 
2SS5 

    

978
10CD6 

    
    

906
8CW3 
2GB  

    

852
10CD5 

    
    

1084
10GB0 

    
    

784
10SS6 

    
    

1147
5CD5 
5CW3a

    

805
10CW3 

    
    

791
10SS7 

    
    

482
7SH2 
3RI  

    

704
10CD5 

    
    

431
4RI0 
4SH3 
2RC4 

575
10CD5 

    
    

498
10CD5 

    
    

697
6CW4 
4CD5 

    

918
6CW4 
4GB  

    

1032
8CW3 
2GB  

    

979
10CD3a

    
    977

10SS3 
    
    

992
10CW3 

    
    

926
10CD5 

    
    

847
7GB0 
3CW3 

    

1225
10SS3a

    
    

905
10GB0 

    
    

840
8CD5 
1GB  
1CW4 

802
5CD3 
5CW3 

    

1132
10CD4 

    
    

966
10CW3 

    
    

1149
10CD5 

    
    

507
10CD4 

    
    

850
10CD4 

    
    

864
10CW4 

    
    

898
10SS7 

    
    

688
8GB0 
2CW3 

    

829
10GB0 

    
    

1047
5GB0 
5CW3 

    

932
5GB0 
5RI  

    

1008
10CD5 

    
    

614
10CD5 

    
    

536
8CW3 
2GB  

    

858
8GB0 
2CW4 

    

736
10CD5 

    
    

936
10CD4 

    
    

581
8CD3 
2CD5 

    

848
10GB0 

    
    

1138
7GB0 
2GB  
1CW3 

878
10CW3 

    
    

610
7CW3 
3CD4 

    

870
10GB0 

    
    

885
10GB0 

    
    

775
8CD5 
2CW4 

    

691
10RI0 

    
    

552
10CD4 

    
    

1220
10SS4 

    
    

475
10SS1 

    
    

804
10GB0 

    
    

780
10CD5 

    
    

1053
10SS5 

    
    

685
10GB0 

    
    

946
10CD4 

    
    

817
10GB0 

    
    

986
10SS3a

    
    

910
6GB0 
4CW3 

    

486
10SS1 

    
    

1081
8CW3 
2GB  

    

959
10SS5 

    
    

705
8GB0 
2CW3 

    

1026
10CW3 

    
    

865
10CD5 

    
    

656
10CD4 

    
    

933
10SS5 

    
    

674
5GB0 
5CW3 

    

930
10CW4 

    
    

715
10CD4 

    
    

866
10CD5 

    
    

764
5CD4 
5CW3 

    

968
10CW4 

    
    

586
10CW3 

    
    

915
5CD5 
5CW4 

    

771
10CW3 

    
    

1099
10CD5 

    
    

941
10GB0 

    
    

912
6CW3 
3GB  
1CD5 

1122
10CW3 

    
    

891
10CW3 

    
    

512
10SS3 

    
    

599
10RI0 

    
    

779
10GB0 

    
    

543
10CD4 

    
    

682
10CD4 

    
    

1006
5GB0 
5RI  

    

1113
10CD6 

    
    

821
10CW3 

    
    

911
10GB0 

    
    

1073
4CW3 
3GB  
3GB  

886
10CD5 

    
    

432
10SS4 

    
    

500
10CW3 

    
    

1051
10SS1 

    
    

615
10RI0 

    
    

876
5SH2 
5GB  

    

947
10SS5 

    
    

600
7RI0 
3GB  

    
624

10CW4 
    
    

604
10CD3 

    
    

846
10CW3 

    
    

862
10CD5 

    
    

589
10RI0 

    
    

1080
10GB0 

    
    

658
10CD5 

    
    

897
10GB0 

    
    

983
10SS7 

    
    

686
7GB0 
2RI  
1GB  

903
9GB0 
1CW4 

    

523
10CW3 

    
    

923
10CW3 

    
    

1189
10CW3 

    
    

925
10CD5 

    
    

451
10SS2 

    
    

961
10CW3 

    
    

681
10CD4 

    
    

1304
6GB0 
3CW3 
1CW3 

1016
10GB0 

    
    

441
10SH3 

    
    

1274
10SS3a

    
    

545
10RI0 

    
    

1172
10GB0 

    
    

842
10CD5 

    
    

1137
10CW3 

    
    

491
10CD3 

    
    

1112
10CW3 

    
    

808
10GB0 

    
    

1134
10CW3 

    
    

625
10CW3 

    
    

976
10CW3 

    
    

807
10RI0 

    
    

448
7RI0 
3SH3 

    

803
10CW4 

    
    

671
10RI0 

    
    

652
10CW3 

    
    

1119
10RI0 

    
    

902
9GB0 
1CW4 

    

707
10HM4 

    
    

1093
10CW3 

    
    

660
10CD4 

    
    

1126
7GB0 
3CW3 

    

667
10SS4 

    
    

739
10CD4 

    
    

641
10HM4 

    
    

914
10RI0 

    
    

672
10CD5 

    
    

783
5SS7 
4SS6 
1CD5 

920
4GB0 
3RI  

3CW3 

894
10CW3 

    
    

437
10SS4 

    
    

699
10CD3 

    
    

458
7RI0 
3SH3 

    

998
10CD6 

    
    

522
7SH2 
3RI  

    

6

5

7

8

4

103I.035

103I.045

103I.036

103I.034

103I.025

103I.046

103I.044

103I.026

103I.024

Gitnadoiks River Park

Lower Skeena River Park

Gitnadoiks River Protected Area

Legend
Ecosections   Biogeoclimatic Units 
KIR: Kitimat Ranges  CWHvm1: Coastal Western Hemlock very wet maritime subzone, Submontane variant 
      CWHws1: Coastal Western Hemlock wet submaritime subzone, Submontane variant 
    Banner A. et al. 1993. A field guide to site identification and interpretation for the Prince 
                            Rupert Forest Region, LMH 26, Ministry of Forests, Victoria, BC. 

Site series 
name 

Colour Structural 
stage 

Map 
Code 

Site series # 
(vm1 & ws1) 

Prov. 
CDC 
rank 

Typical Conditions 

  7 
 6 
 5 
 4 

Ss � 
Salmonberry 
High bench 

 1 - 3 

SS 09 & 07 Red Conifer dominated stands that are 
occasionally flooded. 

  6 
 5 
 4 

Act �   
Red-osier 
dogwood 
Middle bench   1-3 

CD 10 & 08 Blue Act or Dr dominated stands that are regularly 
flooded. 

  
 

Act � Willow 
Low bench 

 

 CW 11 & 09  Stands on young frequently flooded 
landforms that are in a shrub or young 
pole/sapling structural stage 

  
 
 

Cw � Skunk 
cabbage 

 

 RC 14 & 11  Open stands on receiving sites at the base of 
slopes were floodplain and fan or colluvium 
meet. Sometimes hard to distinguish from 
SS. 

  HwBa � 
Bramble  

 HM 01  Zonal stands on inactive fluvial deposits 

   Shrub � Herb 
 

 SH   Early seral types in backchannels, tidal areas 
and wetlands 

Gravel bar    GB    
River    RI    
 
Structural Stage Ecosystem Unit Label  
Code  
1 Sparse bryoid 
2 Herb 
3a Low shrub 

417- Polygon 
6SS7 � Decile 1, Site Series 1, Structural Stage 1  
3CD5 � Decile 2, Site Series 2, Structural Stage 2 
1CD3aah � Decile 3, Site Series 3, Structural Stage 3, Modifier 3 

3b Tall shrub 
4 Pole sapling 
5 Young forest, generally 40-80 years old, but 

may be 30 years depending tree species and 
ecological conditions. 

6 Mature forest, CWH is in Group B � 80-250 
years old 

7 Old forest, CWH is in Group B - >250 
years 

 

 
Seral stage modifiers 
Code Modifier Typical conditions 
ra Red alder Old cutblocks and 

disturbed areas 
ps Dense willow Low energy 

backchannels and 
young islands 

ah Alder horsetail Cut off or filled in 
abandoned channels 

 

Skeena Islands '94/'03
Reaches 5, 6 & 7

Terrestrial Ecosystem Mapping of the Skeena River floodplain downstream of Terrace, BC 
Covers parts of BCGS 1:20,000 map sheets 103I.023, 024, 034, 035, 036, 045, 046, 047, and 057 

 
Introduction 
The Skeena Islands project was initiated to provide detailed information on the ecosystems of the Skeena River floodplain and 
their condition. This area has an extensive history of previous forest harvesting, and is made up primarily of red and blue-listed 
ecosystems. This mapping will provide the basis for the restoration of these ecosystems by identifying the areas with the greatest 
conservation value. The study area boundary is the floodplain of the Skeena River. 
 
Mapping was completed following the methods outlined in Standard for Terrestrial Ecosystem Mapping in British Columbia (RIC 
1998). A portion of the map was previously TEM mapped: Whitebottom Ecosystem Mapping and Wildlife Interpretations, 
(Madrone Consultants Ltd 1997). This mapping was used and added to the mapping done as part of this project, although some of 
the attributes for the Madrone maps were modified based on current fieldwork, and complementary historical TEM maps produced 
for this project based on 1947 aerial photography. 

 
Map Interpretation Note 
We attempted to base the classification of areas as high bench or middle bench on how they were classified on the 1947 TEM map 
due to impossibility of distinguishing between primary deciduous stands on middle benches and secondary deciduous stands on 
high benches. Differences between the maps will be mostly due to differences in polygon boundaries and minor ecosystem 
components within polygons.  
 
Areas of high bench that were harvested can be seen on this map as areas now containing younger structural stage (1-5) on high 
benches shown with lighter shades of red. There was very little high bench area in these younger structural stages in 1947. 
 
Data Sources 
This project was based on 1:20,000 colour photographs taken in 1994 and 1:30,000 black and white photographs taken in 2003. 
Base map is from TRIMII mapping based on 2001 and 2003 aerial photography. Fieldwork for this project was conducted in June, 
August, and September 2004. 
 
Citation 
de Groot A.J., Haeussler S. and Yole D.W. 2005. Landscape and Stand Scale Structure and Dynamics of the Skeena River 
Floodplain Forests. Prepared for Bulkley Valley Centre for Natural Resource Research and Management, Smithers, BC in 
partnership with the Kalum Forest District, Terrace BC. 1:20,000 maps. 
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