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Detailed Terrain Stability Mapping in the Ellis Creek 
Community and Steward Creek Watersheds 

1.0 Introduction 

November 2000 
File: 648-02.01 

Small forestry operations within the Ellis Creek and Steward Creek 
watersheds are contracted by the Penticton Forest District Small Business 
Forest Enterprise Program (SBFEP). Regulations under the Forest Practices 
Code of BC (FPC) encourage operators to copduct terrain mapping and 
terrain stability hazard assessments within their harvest areas to avoid 
potential erosion problems that might arise as a result of forest operations. 
This detailed terrain stability mapping project of the Ellis Creek and Steward 
Creek watershed areas was completed for thJ Penticton Forest District 
SBFEP at Terrain Survey Intensity Level C ~SIL C). The project was 
completed to provincial Resources Inventory <1ommittee (RIC) standards. 
Field work, air photo interpretation and map pr6duction were conducted by 
Pottinger Gaherty Environmental Consultants L~d. (pGL). 

Users of this report/these maps unfamiliar with terrain maps may wish to 
consult Terrain Information: A User's Guide to :Terrain Maps in BC (Ryder 
& Howes, 1986). ' 

2.0 Objectives 

The objectives of this project were to: 
I 

1. Produce 1:20,000 scale maps that present deGailed terrain, terrain stability, 
likelihood of landslide-induced debris enrering streams, soil erosion 
potential, and sediment delivery potential ofi the Ellis Creek and Steward 
Creek watersheds based on roughly 1:15,000 !scale photos; 

2. Carry out field checking at TSIL C over the ~ntire study area; and 

3. Prepare a report that describes how the i maps were made, surficial 
materials present, physiography of the area,! and terrain hazards present, 
with recommendations regarding forest harv~sting and land management. 

3.0 Previous Work 

Regional surficial geological mapping to date has been limited to the 
Okanagan Valley (Nasmith, 1962). Terrain stability mapping has been 
conducted on the adjoining Penticton Creek (Agra, 1998) and Shuttleworth 
and Vaseaux Creek (Maynard, 1999) watershedsl for the Okanagan Falls Unit 
of Weyerhaeuser Canada Ltd. 
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