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EXECUTIVES~Y 

The K wik\vetlem Nation, located near the mouth of the Coquitlam River, was provided a grant 
by B.C. Hydro' s Bridge Coastal Rehabilitation Program for two interrelated projects: a feasibility 
study to reactivate a CoquitIam River side channel, located within the boundaries ofKwikwetIem 
Reserve No.2, for critical salmon habitat~ and for an early report history (1898-1914) on the 
former Coquitlam River salmon populations, the impacts of the two Coquitlam dams on the 
salmon, and the relationship between the salmon and· the Kwikwetlem Nation. 

Engineering consultants with Kerr, Wood, Leidel completed a feasibility study report in early 
December 2001 . The study examined options for reactivating approximately 1.2 kilometres ofa 
fonner Coquitlam River channel that municipal authorities closed off decades ago. The study 
also included options for mitigating groundwater seepage into a K wikwetlem cemetery site 
beside the northern end of the side channel. The study recommended that the side channel would 
provide critical rearing habitat for coho salmon. Proposed side channel reactivation costs were 
estimated at $150,000, and an additional $75,000 for groundwater contr01s at the cemetery site. 

A detailed report on the early history of the CoquitIam River, Red Fish Up The River - A 
Report on the Fon ner .cog uitlaf-r-l Salmon lvligratiGns and the Hy dro-Eledric Developments at 
Coquitlam Lake, British Columbia, Pre-1914, was completed on October 1, 200l. TheTeport 
established that large populations of salmon and steel.hcad trout migrated into and out of the 
former Coquitiam Lake area that was obstructed by the placement of a second dam structure in 
1913. The first small 1905 dam incorporated a fish ladder, designed by the federal Department of 
Fisheries, which allowed fish pas~age. A former early run of a distinct sockeye species, which 
the K wikwetlem Nation were named after, became extinct as a result of the later dam. Evidence 
of fishing camps collected from archeologists along the eastern shorelines of Coquitlam Lake 
indicates the historic significance of the area for the Kwikwetlem Nation and their dependence on 
the former runs of salmon. K wi kwetl em Chief Johnny confirmed. this in an 1889 ·Ietter, where he 
described that his people and their culture utterly depended on the salmon. Scientists, conducting 
fish surveys in the Coquitlam Reservoir, recently discovered a direct genetic link t-o this-lost race 
of salmon described as "residualized sockeye", provided in their March 2003 report to the Bridge 
Coastal Rehabilitation Program, Feasibility of Reintroducing Sockeye and Other Species of 
Salmon in the Coquitlam Reservoir, B. C. 
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Location Map of Coquitlam watershed and Kwikwetlem traditional territory. 




























