
1.4. S. Hodge 
Sen io r  Techn ic ian  
Groundwater Sec t i on  
Water Management Branch 

Date: October 17, 1985 

F i l e :  93 5 / 2  #3 

Re: Observat ion Well  I n v e s t i a a t i o n  - P r i n c e  George Area 

Ferguson Lake Area 

A f i e l d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  Ferguson Lake area near  P r i n c e  George was 
conducted between October 8 - 11, 1985. The purpose o f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was 
t o  c o n f i r m  groundwater use i n  t h e  area, a t tempt  t o  l o c a t e  an unused w e l l  
s u i t a b l e  f o r  use as an o b s e r v a t i o n  w e l l ,  and t o  s e l e c t  p o s s i b l e  d r i l l  s i t e s  
should i t  be necessary t o  d r i l l  an o b s e r v a t i o n  w e l l .  The area covered f o r  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  shown on F i g u r e  1.  

The s tudy  area i s  l o c a t e d  approx ima te l y  15 k i l o m e t r e s  n o r t h  o f  P r i n c e  
T h i s  area has been subd iv ided  i n  r e c e n t  yea rs  George, west o f  Highway 97.  

and a long  w i t h  development an i n c r e a s e  i n  w e l l  d e n s i t y  has occurred.  I t  
shou ld  be noted, however, t h a t  many o f  t h e  subd iv ided  l o t s  a r e  f o r  s a l e  and 
have n o t  y e t  been b u i l t  on. Several  w e l l s  have been d r i l l e d  on t h e  l o t s  
which a r e  n o t  y e t  so ld .  These w e l l s  a r e  n o t  be ing  used. I telephoned 
Lou ie  M a t t e  (Ma t te  Bros.  C o n s t r u c t i o n ) ,  who acco rd ing  t o  o u r  w e l l  l o g s  owns 
a g r e a t  many o f  these l o t s ,  t o  see i f  i t  would be p o s s i b l e  t o  use one o f  t h e  
w e l l s  which w a s n ' t  p r e s e n t l y  be ing  used as an o b s e r v a t i o n  w e l l .  Mr. Mat te  
was v e r y  r e l u c t a n t  t o  a l l o w  t h e  M i n i s t r y  t o  m o n i t o r  wa te r  l e v e l s  i n  any o f  
h i s  w e l l s  as these  l o t s  c o u l d  be s o l d  a t  any t i m e  and i t  would be necessary 
t o  p u t  t hese  w e l l s  i n t o  p r o d u c t i o n .  Some w e l l s  w i l l  be used t o  supp ly  water  
t o  a number o f  l o t s .  

Most o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  I spoke w i t h  ment ioned hav ing v a r y i n g  deqrees o f  

None o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  I 
water  q u a l i t y  problems. The main comp la in t  seemed t o  be a h i a h  i r o n  c o n t e n t  
i n  t h e  wa te r  and a few mentioned s i l t i n g  problems. 
spoke w i t h  had a wa te r  q u a n t i t y  problem even though t h e  area exper ienced a 
d r i e r  t han  normal summer. 

S ince no s u i t a b l e  d r i l l e d  w e l l  was found f o r  use as an o b s e r v a t i o n  w e l l  
two s i t e s  were s e l e c t e d  as p o s s i b l e  d r i l l  s i t e s .  
N. K e l l y  Rd. r i g h t - o f - w a y ,  w i t h  t h e  p r e f e r r e d  s i t e  be inq  j u s t  sou th  o f  
S p i r i t w o o d  Rd. ( F i g u r e  2 ) .  
s e c t i o n  o f  PI. K e l l y  Rd. a;.,d C?.y i y : -?s t  i?:.',. 

t o  d r i l l  a t  e i t h e r  l o c a t i o n .  I have con tac ted  I n l a n d  N a t u r a l  Gas, B.C.  T e l ,  
B.C. Hydro, and P r i n c e  George C a b l e v i s i o n  and have v e r i f i e d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  no 
cables o r  p i p e l i n e s  d i r e c t l y  underneath t h e  proposed d r i l l  s i t e s .  

Both s i t e s  a r e  a long  t h e  

The a l t e r n a t e  s i t e  i s  l o c a t e d  near t h e  i n t e r -  
lilr. ncn':S Bi-et?Ci-reiA w i t h  -:!r:c 

D-jsty.ic.C, l - j j ~hways  o.Pf-;r,,? j;? '?yf[-,c,? Gs7rgz i;as q i vep  ve!-:,jl z?pr3!:c! 
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o l r .  Bretecher did mention t h a t  i f  d r i l l ing  was to  take place in 
January - March t h a t  the road allowance may have snow in excess o f  5 fee t  
which would have t o  be removed for d r i l l  r ig access. Other t h a n  snow 
conditions the d r i l l  r ig  access i s  good (see attached photos). 

Beaver1 ey Area 
On October 10 ,  1985 I visi ted the Beaverley area west of Prince George 

in order t o  stake a possible d r i l l  s i t e  for  a proposed observation well. 
Fred Chwojka  visi ted th i s  area in November 1983 and mapped o u t  several 
possible d r i l l  s i t e s  along the road allowance. Since t h a t  time Distr ic t  
Highways has extensively upgraded the ditching in the area making these 
s i t e s  unsu.it3bIefor an observation well. I have staked a s i t e  along the 
Muralt Rd. road allowance (Figure 3)  near Candida Rd., Muralt Rd. i t s e l f  
stops short of the proposed d r i l l  s i t e  and so do the power l ines (see 
attached p h o t o ) .  Mr. Bretecher vis i ted th i s  s i t e  a n d  has given preliminary 
approval f o r  t h i s  d r i l l  s i t e .  I also contacted Inland Natural Gas and B . C .  
Tel who have verified there are no underground u t i l i t i e s  a t  t h i s  location. 

Dave Kalyn 
Technician 
G r o u n dwa t e r Sect i on 
Water Management Branch 

Attach. 
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or C o v e n a n t  with the Crown u n d e r  S e c t i o n 2 4 A  
of t h e  L a n d  R e g i s t r y  A c t .  
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