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M r .  Steve Ulchek, I n t e r i o r  Water Wells, Box 1558, Old Cariboo Highway, Pr ince 
George (telephone no. 963-9979) telephoned m e  on June 1 2  about an a r t e s i a n  
well flowing a t  200 ga l lons  p e r  minute. The hole  i s  s i t e d  two miles down- 
stream from Vanderhoof on t h e  nor th  s i d e  of  t h e  Nechako River.  The d r i l l e r  
used t h e  r o t a r y  method f o r  t h i s  hole .  
inch casing.  
feet  of "clay1' mater ia l ,  then i n t o  sands and grave ls  where t h e  a r t e s i a n  flow 
was encountered. The hole  on completion d id  not  a t  f irst  flow, but  0ve.r: 
n igh t  t h e  water l e v e l  increased  and t h e  well was flowing a t  200 ga l lons  p e r  
minute next morning with a considerable  head i n  t h e  d r i l l e r ' s  es t imate .  

The hole  has 110-115 feet of four-  
The hole  i s  uncased from 115 t o  180 feet .  The log  shows 170 

Unfortunately,  t h e  casing i s  not  holding and t h e  water i s  flowing round t h e  
outs ide  of t h e  casing. M r .  Ulchek requested funds and t echn ica l  a s s i s t ance  
from t h e  Groundwater Division t o  seal  o f f  t h i s  well. 

I pointed out  t o  M r .  Ulchek t h a t  pas t  Government pol icy  i n  these  cases had 
been f o r  t h e  Government t o  take t h e  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  t h i s  was a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
o f  t h e  d r i l l e r  and/or t h e  landowner. I a l s o  poin ted  out  t h a t  i f  we gave 
t echn ica l  a s s i s t ance  such as he requested,  we ( the  Government) would then 
again be involved. 

I d id ,  however, review some normally accepted procedures f o r  deal ing with 
these  flowing s i t u a t i o n s ,  including t h e  d r i l l i n g  o f  a l a rge  capaci ty  screened 
well a longside t h e  flowing a r t e s i a n  hole .  A pump would then be i n s t a l l e d  
i n  t h e  l a rge  capaci ty  well and hopeful ly  t h e  water l e v e l  i n  t h e  flowing well 
would be drawn down by well i n t e r f e rence  through pumping t o  a l e v e l  i n  t h e  @d casing where grout ing could be e f f e c t i v e .  The grout ing would follow a .pro-  
f e s s i o n a l l y  designed procedure and adequate grout ing equipment f o r  grout ing 
o f f  t h e  flowing well must be used. 

I b r i e f l y  discussed t h e  use of packers,  Mills kn i f e  f o r  c u t t i n g  t h e  casing,  
needs f o r  spec ia l  grout  pumps, e t c . ,  such as  we have used on pas t  jobs.  I 
suggested he telephone Messrs. Brown o r  Livingston and obta in  t h e i r  s e rv i ces  
f o r  t h i s  work. 
t h e  d r i l l i n g  of  a cable  t o o l  l a rge  capac i ty  wel l ,  but he d id  not  want t o  go 41 se r ious  it would become and t h a t  t h e  whole operat ionshould be completed a s  f@ quickly a s  poss ib l e .  

He s a i d  t h a t  he - had telephoned M r .  Livingston who had advised 

2~ j y o  t h i s  expense! I advised t h a t  t h e  longer he l e f t  t h e  problem, t h e  more 
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The quest ion of  Government r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  was again brought up. I suggested 
t h a t  he should telephone e i t h e r  M r .  Marr o r  M r .  Raudsepp i f  he requi red  f u r -  
t h e r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  on Government pol icy  i n  these  s i t u a t i o n s .  

I n  conclusion, t h e  w e l l  should not  be l e f t  t o  flow uncontrol led regard less  
of who is respons ib le .  

Also, t h e  ques t ion  t h a t  i s  r a i s e d  i n  my mind i s  should B r i t i s h  Columbia d r i l -  
lers  be allowed t o  continue t o  use r o t a r y  d r i l l i n g  methods without adequate 
casing o r  grout ing procedures i n  areas where a r t e s i a n  condi t ions are known 
t o  ex i s t ?  

A similar quest ion was r a i s e d  a t  t h e  B. C. Drillers'  Association Annual Meet- 
ing  he ld  a t  Port land,  Oregon last  month. I be l ieve  a l e t t e r  may be coming 
from t h e  Association t o  our Minis te r  on t h e  matter of  compulsory r e g i s t r a -  
t i o n  o r  l i cens ing  of a l l  B r i t i s h  Columbia wel l  d r i l l e r s  and t h e  need f o r  
adequate d r i l l i n g  s tandards t o  be s e t  up and maintained i n  the  Province. 

J .  C.  Foweraker, Chief 
Groundwater Division 
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